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Appendix 1  
 

History of the Central Hardwoods Bird Conservation Region 
Partnership 

 
The Central Hardwoods is one of 67 Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) across North 

America identified by the four major bird initiatives and their conservation partners under 

the auspices of the North American Bird Conservation Initiative (NABCI). The BCR 

boundary overlaps nine states (Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Alabama, Tennessee, 

Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio); regions 2, 3 and 4 of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service; regions 8 and 9 of the U. S. Forest Service, and two North American Waterfowl 

Management Plan Joint Ventures (the Upper Mississippi and Great Lakes and the 

Lower Mississippi Valley).  

 

Representatives of each overlapping state and federal land-managing agency, Joint 

Venture, and other conservation organizations were invited to attend a scoping meeting 

in Memphis, Tennessee in May 2000 to determine the level of interest in and support for 

a conservation partnership for the Central Hardwoods Bird Conservation Region (BCR). 

Although states overlapping both the BCR and Upper Mississippi Great Lakes Region 

Joint Venture expressed concern regarding a potential increase in their administrative 

burden as a result of overlap in the geographies of the BCR and Joint Venture, the 

group agreed to support an intensified effort to further the biological foundation in the 

Central Hardwoods, and to further bird conservation planning and implementation 

across the BCR. Furthermore, the group endorsed, in concept, the goal of Joint Venture 

coverage throughout the BCR and that the structure of the Joint Venture would evolve 

and be determined over time with the agreement of all partners. 

 

The group then agreed that a BCR Coordinator should be hired to guide the 

development of an implementation plan for the Central Hardwoods, with the following 

entities pledging financial support for the position for the first two years: U. S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service; U.S. Forest Service; Missouri Department of Conservation; Oklahoma 
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Department of Wildlife Conservation; Arkansas Game and Fish Commission; 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency; Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Resources; and American Bird Conservancy. American Bird Conservancy agreed to 

serve as the repository for partner pledges and hire the position, following the choice of 

a candidate by a partner-based search committee in Fall 2000.  The Coordinator 

position was filled on 1 January 2001. BCR partners then formed a Steering Committee 

analogous to a Joint Venture Management Board, with seats open to all land-managing 

agencies whose states or administrative regions overlap the BCR.  

 

 

Steering Committee 
 

Keith Hudson, Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. 
hudsonmk@cs.com 
 
Donny Harris, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. dharris@agfc.state.ar.us 
 
Tim Hickmann, Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources. thickmann@dnrmail.state.il.us 
 
John Castrale, Indiana Division of Fish and Wildlife. jscastrale@yahoo.com 
 
Tom Young, Kentucky Dept. of Fish and Wildlife. Tom.Young@mail.state.ky.us 
 
Dave Erickson, Missouri Dept. of Conservation. erickd@mail.conservation.state.mo.us 
 
Mark Howery, Oklahoma Dept. of Wildlife Conservation. mhowery@odwc.state.ok.us 
 
Greg Wathen (Chair), Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency. 
gwathen@mail.state.tn.us 
Bull Lisowsky, U.S. Forest Service. blisowsky@fs.fed.us 
 
Mitch King, USFWS.  mitch_king@fws.gov 
 
David Pashley, American Bird Conservancy. dpashley@abcbirds.org 
 
Don McKenzie – Wildlife Management Institute. wmidm@ipa.net 
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Technical Committee 

 

U. S. Forest Service: 
 
Carol Hardy – Region 8 
Kelle Reynolds – Hoosier NF 
Steve Bloemer – Land Between the Lakes 
Jody Eberly – Mark Twain NF 
Steve Best - Ozark-St. Francis NF 
Steve Duzan – Ozark-St. Francis NF 
Steve Widowski – Shawnee Hills NF 
Mike Spanel - Shawnee Hills NF 
 
 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service: 
 
Tom Will - Region 3 
Chuck Hunter – Region 4 
Keith Watson – Region 4 
Randy Wilson – Lower Mississippi Valley Joint Venture 
Don Orr – Lower Tennessee-Cumberland River Ecosystem Team 
Robert Wheat - Lower Tennessee-Cumberland River Ecosystem Team 
Tim Merritt – Ohio River Valley Ecosystem Team 
Mike Brown – Crab Orchard National Fish and Wildlife Refuge 
Allan Mueller – Ozark Ecosystem Team 
Amy Salveter – Ozark Ecosystem Team 
 

Department of Defense: 
 
John Lamb – Arnold Engineering Development Center, Tennessee 
Daniel Moss – Ft. Campbell, Kentucky 
 
Partners in Flight: 
 
Greg Butcher – Midwest Regional Coordinator 
Dean Demarest – Southeast Regional Coordinator. 
 
State Agencies: 
 
Keith Hudson – Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
 Karen Rowe – Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
John Castrale – Indiana Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Jody Shimp – Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Shawchyi Vorisek – Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Brad Jacobs – Missouri Department of Conservation 
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Mark Howery – Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Troy Ettel – Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
 
The Nature Conservancy: 
 
Mike Baltz – Illinois 
Allen Purcell - Indiana 
Jeff Sole - Kentucky 
 
 


